I did some searching on Tamarind found some interesting info.. 

Household and Industrial Uses 

Fruit pulp: Mixed with sea water the pulp is used to clean silver, copper and brass. 

Leaves: The fine silk fiber of the leaves is employed in embroidery. The leaves and flowers are useful as mordants in dyeing. A yellow dye derived from the leaves colors wool red and turns indigo-dyed silk to green. 

Seeds: Powdered kernels are used in Indian textiles in place of cornstarch for sizing and finishing certain materials. The oil from the seeds is used as a varnish for painting dolls and idols. 

Wood: Tamarind heartwood is very hard, heavy, strong and insect-resistant. It is used for furniture, paneling, boat planking and wooden hand tools. The wood is an excellent fuel for brick kilns, giving off an intense heat. 

Bark: Tamarind bark contains up to 7% tannin. It is used to tan hides and in dyeing. 

Medicinal Uses: Medicinal uses of the tamarind are uncountable. Tamarind preparations are universally recognized as refrigerants in fevers and as laxatives and carminatives. The pulp, taken alone, or with lime juice, honey, milk, dates, spices or camphor, is considered an effective digestive and as a remedy for bile disorders, and as an antiscorbutic. The pulp is applied on inflammations and used as a gargle for sore throat. Mixed with salt, it is useful as a liniment for rheumatism. It has been administered to alleviate sunstroke and alcoholic intoxication. 

The leaves and flowers, dried or steeped, are good poultices for swellings, sprains and boils. The bark is an effective astringent, tonic and febrifuge. Toasted with salt and powdered the bark is administered for indigestion and colic. A decoction is used for eye inflammations; a poultice made from the bark is said to be useful for caterpillar rashes. Dried and pulverized seeds, made into a paste, draw out boils. 

From another site: 

Wood: The sapwood of the tamarind tree is pale-yellow. The heartwood is rather small, dark purplish-brown, very hard, heavy, strong, durable and insect-resistant. It bends well and takes a good polish and, while hard to work, it is highly prized for furniture, panelling, wheels, axles, gears for mills, ploughs, planking for sides of boats, wells, mallets, knife and tool handles, rice pounders, mortars and pestles. It has at times been sold as "Madeira mahogany". Wide boards are rare, despite the trunk dimensions of old trees, since they tend to become hollow-centered. The wood is valued for fuel, especially for brick kilns, for it gives off an intense heat, and it also yields a charcoal for the manufacture of gun-powder. In Malaysia, even though the trees are seldom felled, they are frequently topped to obtain firewood. The wood ashes are employed in tanning and in de-hairing goatskins. Young stems and also slender roots of the tamarind tree are fashioned into walking-sticks. 

Interesting wood to say the least. I am pleased also about the harvest practices. Apparently the trees are rarely felled but are harvested by "topping". Tamarind is not an endangered species and is widely farmed. 

